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Source: source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
• Information comes from resident’s responses
• Ongoing American Community Survey (ACS)
• Decennial Census
• The data we obtain and analyze is only as good as the 
responses received
• More response leads to better, more accurate data
• Do what you can to promote the 2020 Census/ongoing ACS
• Websites, newsletters, city utility bills, etc.




























Nebraska Population Change Rate Difference vs. the U.S. Rate
Extrapolated from 
2018 estimates 
Sources: Decennial Censuses and 2018 Vintage 
Population Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau
Prepared by: David Drozd
Current population growth is relatively strong vs. history and now nearly equals the U.S. average 
Nebraska population change rates, with comparison to U.S. 1900s to 2010s
Better growth 
will allow NE to 
keep our 3 seats 
in the U.S. House
Nebraska’s growth rate exceeds nearly all Midwestern and neighboring states














No city of 10,000 
(79 counties)
Has city of 10,000 - 49,999 
(11 counties)
Has city of 50,000+ 
("Big 3" counties)
Sources: Decennial Censuses and 2018 Vintage 
Population Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau
Prepared by: David Drozd
Nebraska’s population has shifted with growth in urban areas and decline in rural areas
Population for Nebraska county groups by size of largest city 1900 to 2018 
Peaked in 1930
Now 55% of 
state’s population
Since 1980 population growth has concentrated in eastern Nebraska and in the tri-cities 
Percent change in population for Nebraska counties 1980 to 2010
Future population change will be harder to achieve given aging and rising deaths




























Sources: Decennial Censuses, U.S. Census Bureau; 
December 2015 Nebraska County Projections, UNO CPAR
Prepared by: David Drozd
The “Big 3” counties had 1/3rd of the state’s population in 1950, but may have 2/3rds by 2050 
Percentage of Nebraska population in various counties 1950 to 2050 
Projected Figures
Source: source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
What explains the changes? Migration is a key factor. 
Only a few counties are having more people move in than move away
Net migration for Nebraska counties 2000 to 2010 and 2010 to 2018
Sources: Tables B07003 and B07403, 2013-2017 
American Community Survey, 2018 Vintage 























Net flow with other states Net flow within Nebraska
People Age 1+
Urban counties and those with colleges gain from other parts of NE 
but lose to other states
Annual net migration of persons age 1 and older by county type (# of counties)




Source: source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
Sources: 2000 and 2010 Censuses, U.S. Census Bureau; Annual 
Births and Deaths by Single Year of Age, NE Dept. of HHS







































The “Big 3” counties net migration is strongest for those of college age
5-year net migration rates in Douglas, Lancaster and Sarpy by age for 2000-2010 using 
two 5-year periods
Source: source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
Sources: 2000 and 2010 Censuses, U.S. Census Bureau; Annual 
Births and Deaths by Single Year of Age, NE Dept. of HHS

































“Rural” Nebraska’s college outmigration is prominent while most ages have net inmigration
5-year net migration rates in Nebraska’s 90 counties besides Douglas, Lancaster and Sarpy by age for 




70% of counties are having better population change this decade than last decade
Comparison of population change rates for Nebraska counties 2000 to 2008 vs. 2010 to 2018
Source: source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here 






























































In 1990 Nebraska was not very diverse; minority populations now represent 1 in 5 Nebraskans
Nonwhite or Latino as a percent of total population
Sources: 1990 and 2000 Censuses, 2018 Vintage 
Population Estimates, all U.S. Census Bureau
Prepared by: David Drozd
Diversity will 
continue increasing 
as today’s children 
age into their 
reproductive years.
Most counties have grown more diverse with both minority increase and White decline



















Source: source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
Source: Custom Calculation from 2013-2017 
ACS PUMS files, U.S. Census Bureau
Prepared by: David Drozd
First generation Latinos coming to 
NE in their 20s in the 1990s
Younger Latinos have more education which bodes well for future jobs, income and ownership
Percent high school or more education for Nebraska Latino population by age 2013-2017 timeframe
NE-born 2nd
generation
However, only about half of Nebraska Latinos aged 25+ have a high school 
diploma or more education. This ranks 2nd lowest among all states.
Sources: Various Tables, 2013-2017 American 
Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau
Prepared by: David Drozd
As the minority portion of the population rises, these types of variables are influenced, so for 
analyzing change over time it is important to compare the totals along with each race separately. 
% AGE 25+ WITH HIGH SCHOOL+
85.9% 55.3% 94.8%
BLACK LATINO WHITE, 
NON-HISPANIC
% FOREIGN BORN (IMMIGRANTS)
12.5% 35.3% 1.1%




BLACK LATINO WHITE, 
NON-HISPANIC
% INDIVIDUALS IN POVERTY
28.6% 22.7% 9.0%
BLACK LATINO WHITE, 
NON-HISPANIC
% NO HEALTH INSURANCE
15.5% 23.2% 6.6%




BLACK LATINO WHITE, 
NON-HISPANIC
HOW DO WE ALL FAIR?
STATUS OF DIVERSE POPULATIONS IN NEBRASKA
Source: source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
Aging and Workforce
Source: source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
Births rise and fall on 30-year cycles; deaths will continue trending higher
Nebraska births, deaths, and natural change 1920-2018
Source: Vital Statistics Reports, Nebraska 
Department of Health and Human Services










































































































SarpyWe are not aging solely due to rises in seniors as most areas 
have fewer children now. Since 2000, all but 9 counties have 
lost population under age 20.
Percent change in population under age 20
2000 - 2017 
Sources: Table PCT012, 2000 Census (SF1); 2017 Vintage 
Population Estimates, all U.S. Census Bureau 
All counties currently are experiencing a rise in their 65 and older population
Projected population change in age 65+ population for Nebraska counties 2010 to 2030
Source: source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
Older men are living longer allowing couples to age together, but more older men live alone 
Percentage of Nebraskans aged 65+ living in households where one person lives alone: 1990 to present
Sources: 1990, 2000, and 2010 Decennial Censuses, 
2017 American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau



















1990 2000 2010 2017
Source: source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
For the first time in history, the state in 2019 will have more elders age 75+ than kids < age 5
Projection of Nebraska population for select age groups 2010 - 2050
Source: June 2013 Population Projections, 
UNO Center for Public Affairs Research











2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024 2026 2028 2030 2032 2034 2036 2038 2040 2042 2044 2046 2048 2050





































Source: source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
Counties with natural increase (births exceeding deaths) will become more rare
Number of Nebraska’s 93 counties having natural increase by decade 1950s to 2040s
Sources: Vital Statistics Reports, NE Dept of Health/Human Services;
December 2015 Nebraska County Projections, UNO CPAR
Prepared by: David Drozd
Projected Figures
Will change from 
100% of counties 
in the 1950s to 
about 50% in the 
2000s to only 
20% by 2050.
Source: source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
























Sources: 2010 Census, U.S. Census Bureau; December 
2015 Nebraska County Population Projections, UNO CPAR
Prepared by: David Drozd
The prime age workforce is peaking and will decline for about the next 10 years
Nebraska projected age 25-64 population 2010 to 2030
Source: source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here 























































Nearly all Nebraska counties will have a decline in their prime age workforce
Projected percent change in age 25-64 population by county or county type 2018 to 2028
Sources: December 2015 Nebraska County 
Population Projections, UNO CPAR
Prepared by: David Drozd
Source: source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
Sources: Various Tables, 2012-2016 American Community Survey, U.S. 
Census Bureau; 2015 Multiple Job Holding, Bureau of Labor Statistics
Prepared by: David Drozd
Most know NE has one of the lowest unemployment rates, but what about…
NEBRASKANS WORK!  
Select State Rankings 
Source: source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
Education and Economic Factors
Sources: Table P57 (STF3), 1990 Census; Table P037 (SF3), 2000 
Census; Table B15002, Various American Community Surveys, 
2013-2017 ACS Public Use File, all U.S. Census Bureau














































1990 2000 2006-2010 2013-2017 2017 Median 
Earnings
Education levels in Nebraska are rising leading to income gains
Educational attainment for the age 25+ population 1990 to present with most recent median earnings
Only 7 counties are above the state average regarding higher education
Percent of age 25+ population with a Bachelor’s Degree+ for Nebraska counties in 2015
Source: source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
Nebraska’s brain drain continues versus a net inmigration of those with less education
Net domestic migration of age 25+ population by education 2006-2010 to 2013-2017
Sources: 2006-2010 to 2013-2017 American 
Community Surveys, U.S. Census Bureau, 























Note: Positive values show net inmigration, which is typically desired. These 






Source: source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
Sources: CDC 2011-2013, 2009-2013 American 
Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau
Prepared by: David Drozd
Nebraska’s birthrate is among the highest in the country and by many population characteristics
Omaha World Herald May 10, 2015
“Nebraska’s higher-than-average birthrate cuts across all major ethnic and 




Black, non Hispanic 7th
White, non Hispanic 9th
With college degree 3rd




Not in poverty 5th
The University of Nebraska does not discriminate based on race, color, ethnicity, national origin, sex, pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, 
disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, marital status, and/or political affiliation in its programs, activities, or employment. 0180PPTCPACS1118
The End
Comments, Q & A
Visit our website at:
unomaha.edu/cpar
